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Our Team 
The Science team at High Storrs consists of 16 science teachers and 3 technicians. We have a mixture of experienced 
and recently qualified teachers and includes specialist teachers in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. We are a 
knowledgeable and supportive team and teach across all key stages. The Heads of Crucible and Merlin House also teach 
science and we have one colleague on the Senior Leadership Team.  

 

Our Curriculum 
Through the exploration of the big ideas in Science, students discover the principles and models which connect concepts 
that are at the heart of Science.  
Our curriculum provides students with an understanding of individual concepts, ensuring they can apply their 
knowledge to unfamiliar contexts. We believe this is how students learn to see the world analytically, to explain 
phenomena and make predictions – all skills they need for their next stage of scientific learning. 
This table show how the Big Ideas are organised across KS3 and the topics we study within each idea. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Big Idea 



Assessment and Setting 
• Y7: short in-class tests. They will cover the latest Big Idea. Usually these will be self-assessed. 

• Y8: three end of term Block Assessments. During the second to last week of term. 

• Y7 and Y8 have Skills Assessments in each topic based on in-class practical work. 

• Regular retrieval activities and quizzing of knowledge. 

• Developing Scientific Vocabulary. 

• Y7 students are in mixed ability classes. 

• Y8 students are placed in mixed ability bands. Based on teacher assessment & test scores. 

•  

Resources for Homework & Independent Learning 
 

  
• Students will be given login details via class teachers. 

• Homework quizzes. Students can set their own 
quizzes. 

• www.educake.co.uk 

 

 
 
BBC (KS3) 
   

• Free web access. Useful for revision. 

• www.bbc.co.uk 

• Useful to enhance learning at home 

 

 

Next steps 
The skills developed at KS3 level will support students as they move on to study AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics at 

GCSE level.  Students are then ideally placed for further study in all three of these subjects at A level. 

 

Our Legacy 

At High Storrs, KS3 Science supports the development of scientific thinking through investigation. There is a large 

emphasis on working scientifically through practical work and making connections to the wider world. Working 

scientifically enthuses and engages students as they operate in similar ways to professional scientists in our specialist 

laboratories. These are the key skills we will develop: 

http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/

