
Welcome to the 
Y7 Information 

Evening  
.

5th October 2023



Attitude to Learning 
“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, 

therefore, is not an act, but a habit.” 

Behaviour for 

Learning

Engagement in 

Learning

Responsibility 

for Learning 

Feedback 

for Learning

Independent 

Learning



KS3 – Y7-8 KS4 Y9-Y11 KS5 Y12-13
We BUILD great 
learning habits

We DEVELOP 
great learning 

habits

We MASTER 
great learning 

habits
By binding the 

learning habits and 
attitudes we are 

looking for we are 
setting the correct 
tone in order for 

students to LEARN 
effectively

By further Developing 
students learning 

habits and attitudes 
we are helping them 
to SUCEED in their 

KS4 pathways

We want our students 
to be successful for 
school and life and 
mastering learning 
habits is the key to 

this in order for them 
to THRIVE as lifelong 

learners

Each key stage has its own A2L criteria as each stage of learning requires you 
to develop your habits further



KS3 (Y7-8)

LEVEL 4 
(top level)

We BUILD
great learning 

habits

By building the 
right learning 
habits you are 

gaining the skills 
you need in order 
for you to LEARN

effectively

Behaviour 
for Learning

Engagement in 
Learning

Responsibility 
for Learning 

Feedback for 
Learning

Independent 
Learning

Being 
respectful 

and: 

Embracing 
learning 

and:

Being 
responsible 

and: 

Being 
inquisitive and

Being 
determined and:

*Always
curious and 
very 
interested in 
learning

*Always

displays high 

levels of 

concentration 

for full lessons 

*Always fully 
equipped for 
learning 
(books, pens, 
kit etc)

*Always uses 
feedback to 
improve pieces of 
work and future 
work – often 
responds to 
written or verbal 
feedback and 
improves/corrects 
their work without 
being directly told 
to do so by the 
teacher 

*Always meets all 
homework 
deadlines and 
manages time very 
well (i.e. balances 
school work with 
extracurricular 
activities and other 
commitments) 



KS3 (Y7-8)

A2L grid

4 levels

Building great 
learning habits







Y7 Information Evening:  
.

HOMEWORK



Why do HW?
• Students take responsibility for own learning. 

• Space and time for deep thinking.

• Extends, reinforces and aids longer term retention.

• Practise skills -> mastery and high achievement. 

• More time on content & methods.

• Good work habits: 
Organisation, self-discipline & time management.

• Regular feedback to students about progress.

• Home and school working together.



Retention / Memory



What should students do 
outside of lessons?   Term 1:
• Half an hour’s formal HW every week for: 

English, Maths and Science 
(and Classics when the lessons are on)

• 2 half-hour HWs in each six-week block of Art.

• Occasional informal HW from other subjects.

• Regular independent review of what students have 
been learning in lessons.

• Attend at least 1 extra-curricular activity



What should students do outside 
of lessons? The rest of Y7 & Y8:
• Half an hour’s formal HW every week for 

Eng, Maths, Sci, French, Geog, Hist & Classics.

• 2 half-hour HWs in each Art rotation

• Occasional informal HW from other subjects.

• Regular independent review of what students 
have been learning in all lessons.

• Attend at least 1 extra-curricular activity



How will HW be set?
• Log-in details for the school computer 

network, school email and Satchel:One 
accounts were issued to Y7 students in 
their first Computing lesson this term.

• Students can access Satchel:One on a 
pc, tablet or smart phone.

• Parents can also access Satchel.         
An email was sent a couple of weeks 
ago explaining how to get on - parent 
codes are visible on your child’s 
account in ‘Account settings’.

All HW is set on 
Satchel:One /  
Show My HW



Student view



WHEN will HW be set?

• Teachers will agree with classes the best 
day to regularly set and collect the HW

• Any HW not done will be followed up  
by the subject teacher



FOLLOW-UP

Any problems?

….. Please let us know

Disorganised?
….. We’ll help you to improve your 

approach and develop 
good habits
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HIGH STORRS
IS A

READING SCHOOL

Emily Baldwin – Literacy Lead



So what are the benefits of ‘Reading for Pleasure’?

Evidence suggests that there is a positive 
relationship between reading frequency, 
reading enjoyment and attainment 

(Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011)

“reading for pleasure is vital for 
academic success, mental health and 
even later economic success”

(The Independent)

Reading for pleasure has many non-literacy 
benefits and can increase empathy, improve 
relationships with others, reduce the 
symptoms of depression and improve 
wellbeing throughout life        (The Reading Agency 

2015). 

“Reading habitually and seeing 
reading as a pleasurable, 
fulfilling and motivating activity 
matters.  Put succinctly, 14-year-
olds who read often and 
independently know 26% more 
words than those who never 
read.”

(Alex Quigley 2019)

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/celebrating-reading-enjoyment-findings-our-annual-literacy-survey-2016-report/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/celebrating-reading-enjoyment-findings-our-annual-literacy-survey-2016-report/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/mental-wellbeing-reading-and-writing/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/literacy-changes-lives-2014-new-perspective-health-employment-and-crime/


Ways you can help at home

• Discuss books that they are reading

• Discuss when and where they find it easiest to read

• Encourage them to listen to books as well as read 
them

• Read with them or to them

• Discuss the vocabulary in the book

• Ask them why they liked or disliked a book



'Reading for Pleasure’ at High Storrs

Timetabled library lesson every 2 or 3  
weeks through different subjects

Silent Reading 
once a week 
during form

Accelerated Reader

Book given at the 
end of Y6

Phil Earle author visit
Fiction book lists for each 

subject 



Mathematics

Mrs Zoe Hubbard

Key Stage 3 Coordinator of Mathematics

zhubbard@highstorrs-mlt.co.uk



Groupings
• In each half year the 4 classes are 

split into 5 maths groups

•Group changes are throughout every 
year to ensure all students are in the 
right place for them to progress



Schemes of Work

• Year 7 and 8 are Key Stage 3 (led by Mrs 
Hubbard) 

• Year 9-11 are Key Stage 4 (led by Mrs Wright)

• White Rose Maths

• Skills are reviewed and built upon each year

• The course is tailored by the teacher to suit 
each classes needs



• Making use of the technology 
at our fingertips

• Please ensure your child has 
their own calculator 
(£9.30 from school)

Use of Calculators



Enrichment, 
not acceleration



SCIENCE

Mrs Shereen Kamil 

Head of Science

KS3 Curriculum Lead in Science

skamil@highstorrs-mlt.co.uk

mailto:skamil@highstorrs-mlt.co.uk


.

The Science Team

17 Science teachers

• 7 Biologists

• 5 Chemists

• 5 Physicists 

Plus 3 dedicated 

subject technicians



.

KS3 mission

Enthuse and 
engage young 

learners. 

Interesting 
hands on
practical 

experience of 
science in 

specialist labs.

Embed 
knowledge 
and skills 
needed to 

support 
progression 
from KS3 to 

KS4 and 
beyond.

Mastery of 
subject 
specific 

terminology, 
maths skills 

and problem-
solving 

competence. 

Train and 
coach students 

to develop 
their skills to 

work 
scientifically.



AQA Activate: 
Overview of 

KS3 Curriculum

Content under 10 big ideas. 

• Each idea has 4 topics
• 2 are covered in Y7
• 2 are covered in Y8

Taught as a ‘Block’ per term 
consisting of a theme from Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 



Working 
Scientifically

At High Storrs, KS3 Science supports the 
development of scientific thinking 

through investigation. 





Extracurricular 
Opportunities

Y7-9 – Afterschool STEM Club 

(run by Science, Technology & Maths)

Trips / Competitions from previous 
years:

o Visits to Universities of Sheffield 
and Hallam

o Big bang fair – Birmingham

o Trips to Rolls Royce and AMRC

o Women in Engineering Events

o Competitions including RSC 
Chemistry Quizzes

o Get up to Speed – STEM event at 
Magna Park in Rotherham. 





Visit the website:       www.highstorrs.co.uk

INTRODUCING the MLE



Scroll to the bottom and click on the purple link





Click here









Term 1
05/10/2023 Y7 Parents’ Information Evening (6:00pm – 7:00pm) 
11/10/2023 Y7 Settling In Evening (4:30pm – 6:00pm) 
Half Term 23/10/2023 – 27/10/2023
24/11/2023 INSET Day 
Christmas Holidays 25/12/2023 – 05/01/2024

Term 2 
w/c 15/01/2024 Y7 Tracker 1 
24/01/2024 INSET Day 
Half Term 12/02/2024 – 16/02/2024
Easter Holidays 29/03/2024 – 12/04/2024

Term 3 
23/04/2024 Y7 Parents’ Evening (4:30pm – 7:00pm) 
Half Term 27/05/2024 – 31/05/2024
w/c 10/06/2024 Y7 Tracker 2 
19/07/2024 Term ends – School closes to pupils at midday

KEY DATES
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